Friday, April 2, 2021
Noon
Hosted by the Rite of Christian Initiation (RCIA)
and the Music Ministry

OPENING PRAYER
Cantor: Good afternoon, and welcome to the Stations of the Cross hosted by the
RCIA and the Music Ministry of the Church of St. Francis Xavier. Following the
Covid-19 protocols and to avoid conglomeration of people walking from station to
station in the corridors, we will make the stations without moving in space. In the
program, we have included the photos of the murals of the stations of the cross
of our church.
Let us pray,
In the name of the father, and of the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Holy God, be with us now as we meditate on your Son’s journey to Calvary.
Remind us that still, in this present day, many of your children continue that walk
to Calvary, carrying heavy, difficult crosses. May we be Simon to those whose
burdens are too heavy to be borne alone. May we be Veronica to those who need
the touch of love and comfort. And may we, struggling with our own crosses,
always remember your promises of justice, mercy, and peace.
All: Amen

Via Dolorosa
by Billy Sprague and Niles Borop
published under license from Word Music

Ladd Boris - soloist
Jerry Steichen - pianist

Station 1: Jesus Is Condemned to Death

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.

All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: So, when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot
was beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd,
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood . . .” (Matthew 27:24)
In what ways do you “wash your hands” from doing what is just by
going along with the crowd?
Who are those in your community who may be unjustly condemned,
in large or small ways? How is Jesus inviting you to respond?

Silence
Prayer: God, give us the wisdom and clarity to understand the core of each
situation and respond with generous, compassionate hearts. Amen.

Visual Description of Station 1
Wearing a purple tunic and red robe,
Jesus is lead / pushed forward towards
the street, where His Cross awaits Him.
Pontius Pilate, seated on a throne behind
Jesus, is washing his hands of the
condemnation.

Station 2: Jesus Takes Up His Cross

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: And carrying the cross himself, he went out to what is called the
Place of the Skull. (John 19:17)
What kinds of burdens do you bear?
Where do you find strength to carry your burdens?

Silence

Prayer: God, help us to carry our crosses, which unite us to the suffering
of Christ and the suffering of the entire world. And although our burdens
may be heavy, let us remember to stop and help those we encounter along
the way. Amen.

Visual description of Station 2
Still in the same tunic and robe, Jesus
looks beseechingly up to Heaven; while
two Roman Soldiers, in short white
military tunics, lower the heavy wooden
Cross onto His shoulders. Members of
the jeering crowd, in various colored
tunics and robes, point the way to
Calvary, the Crucifixion site

Station 3: Jesus Falls the First Time

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: Jesus falls under the weight of the cross for the first time. Despite
his exhaustion, he picks up the cross and continues toward Calvary.
Do you know someone who has fallen—fallen on hard times, on
difficulties in a relationship, on a moment of doubt and challenge?
What are the times in your life that you have stumbled under the
weight of your burdens? How is Jesus inviting you to stand back up?

Silence

Prayer: God, you know that each of us falls, each of us fails, each of us
gives in to temptation. Help us to remember that, with your grace, we have
the opportunity to rise up stronger and wiser than before. Amen.

Visual description of Station 3
Weak after the Scourging at the Pillar
and the Crowning with Thorns, Jesus
Falls for the First Time under the weight
of the heavy Cross. While being
whipped by the attending Roman
Soldiers, Jesus is mocked by the crowd.

Station 4: Jesus Meets His Mother

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross , you have redeemed the world.
Lector: As Jesus walks the way of the cross, he meets his mother, whose
love and care soothes his pain for a moment.
Whom are you invited to care for?
How do you help bear their pain?

Silence

Prayer: God, fill us with the eagerness to care and love others. Help us not
love in word or talk but in deeds and in truth. Amen.

Visual description of station 4
Pushing through the crowd, the Blessed
Mother, dressed in a blue cloak and
white head scarf, sees her Son and holds
out her hands, imploringly to Him. Jesus,
sadly and painfully, looks at Mary, and,
knowingly, their eyes meet.

Station 5: Simon of Cyrene Helps Jesus to Carry His Cross

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: They pressed into service a passer-by, Simon, a Cyrenian, who was
coming in from the country … to carry his cross. (Mark 15:21)
Who is someone in your life or in your community who is suffering
right now?
How can you help share that individual’s burden?

Silence

Prayer: God, inflame in our hearts with a spirit of solidarity. May we never
forget to stand in solidarity with one another. Amen.

Visual description of station 6
Simon, from the North African city of
Cyrene, dressed in a yellow cloak, is
taken from the crowd and forced to carry
Jesus’ Cross for a time. Jesus, nearly on
the ground in pain, looks thankfully at
Simon.

Station 6: Veronica Wipes the Face of Jesus

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: Veronica sees the blood on Jesus’ face and, out of love, wants to
wipe it away. Jesus, when your face was wiped with gentleness, love, and
care, you had a small moment of relief.
Who in your life may need their physical needs met?
How can you extend compassion in a way that shows your love?

Silence

Prayer: God, give us the grace to do small acts of kindness for one another.
May we, like Veronica, have the strength to reach out to those we so often
ignore—to those whom society has forgotten— and show love. Amen.

Visual description of station 6
Veronica, emerging from the shouting
crowd, kneels in front of Jesus, the white
cloth opened in her hands before her.
Jesus, looking lovingly at her, reaches
out to Veronica and the cloth.

Station 7: Jesus Falls a Second Time

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: Jesus stumbles and falls to the ground for the second time. In deep
exhaustion, he stares at the earth beneath him.
When have you felt like giving up but chose not to?
How did God give your strength?
How did you get back on your feet again after you have fallen?
Silence

Prayer: God, lift us to our feet when we feel that we can go no further.
When we feel battered by the storms of life, with neither the energy nor
strength to carry on, then may we know that You will bear us onward until
we arrive at home in God. Amen.

Visual description of station 7
Exhausted from the heaviness of the
Cross, Jesus stumbles and falls for the
Second Time. The Roman Soldiers
continue to whip and beat Jesus, while
the crowd, even louder than before,
deride Jesus.

2.

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

3.

Were you there they the sun refused to shine?

Station 8: Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.
Lector: Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not
weep for me; weep instead for yourselves and for your children …” (Luke
23:28)
What tragedies make you weep?
What can you do about these situations as an individual or as a family?
What can you do to show “tender, compassionate, merciful love” to
those in need of hope and encouragement?

Silence

Prayer: God, may we rejoice with those who rejoice and share sorrow with
those who are saddened. Peel away the shell of our selfishness that holds
others at a distance, so we may be one with their lives, free to act with Your
own spontaneous generosity. Amen

Visual description of station 8
Jesus, still with the cross on his
shoulders, stops to speak to women who
have their children in their arms as they
weep at seeing Jesus.

Station 9: Jesus Falls a Third Time

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.
Lector: Jesus’ journey to Calvary is coming to an end. Weakened almost to
the point of death, Jesus falls a third time.
When have you experienced suffering that seems to never end?
How can you take comfort in knowing Jesus is there with me?

Silence

Prayer: God, give us the perseverance to rise again and continue the
journey in the face of suffering. Help us to perceive you walking with us
through times, seasons, and circumstances. Amen.

Visual description of station 9
Overwhelmed by the heavy weight of the
Cross, Jesus Falls to the ground for the
Third Time. Ridiculed by both the
Roman Soldiers and the crowd, Jesus is
yet again forced to His feet by the
soldiers, while the crowd admonishes
Jesus by pointing towards Calvary

Station 10: Jesus Is Stripped of His Garments

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.
Lector: The soldiers strip Jesus of his clothes to reveal his naked, bloodied
body. The soldiers laugh as they do it. The worst part is that it is being done
in a public manner–and all anyone can do is watch.
When have you witnessed an individual or group of people being
dehumanized by society? How is Jesus inviting you to stand up in
solidarity with them?

Silence
Prayer: God, give us the courage to do and say something when witnessing
people in power stripping others of their humanity. May we not be fooled
into believing that we have no power to make a difference. Amen

Visual Description of station 10
While the Cross is being readied for the
Crucifixion, Jesus is stripped of His
outer robe and tunic, left standing in only
His white loincloth before the crowd,
who angrily continue to leer at Jesus.

Station 11: Jesus Is Nailed to the Cross

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross you have redeemed the world.
Lector: Jesus’ hands and feet are nailed to the cross. As iron pierces flesh,
the Son of God is vulnerable and alone. A man who lived life with open
arms is readied for death, his welcoming and saving arms opened on the
cross.
In times of suffering or loss, what has happened to your faith?
How have you experienced Jesus there with you?

Silence
Prayer: God, in times of suffering and loss, help us to find assurance in
you. May we recognize your presence and perceive Christ in each other.
Amen

Visual description of station 12
Laying the Cross flat on the ground,
Jesus is pushed down on top of it, His
hands nailed to the crossbeam and His
feet, one on top of the other, are nailed to
the vertical post. Above His head is
nailed the inscription “Jesus of Nazareth,
King of the Jews.”

Station 12: Jesus Dies on the Cross

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: Abba, into your hands, I commend my spirit. After suffering
greatly on the cross, Jesus bows his head and dies.
Kneeling in Silence
Lector: Jesus shows us that the biggest act of faith is to “commend” our
spirits into the hands of God. What parts of your life need to be placed in
God’s hands?

Silence

Prayer: God, we pray for those who have died through war, violence,
famine, illness, and Covid-19. We pray that the souls of all the faithful
departed and those whose faith is known only to God, may rest in peace.
Grant comfort to those who mourn. Amen.

Visual description of station 12
Hoisting the Cross up in place, Jesus’
final agony begins, crucified in between
two thieves. While the soldiers cast lots
for His clothing and the crowd throws
insults at Him, Jesus, suffering from
pain, dehydration, and asphyxiation,
breaths His last breath.

Station 13: Jesus Is Taken Down from the Cross

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: The lifeless body of Jesus is tenderly placed in the arms of Mary,
his mother.
How can you ensure that you do not turn away from suffering in your
midst?
How do we keep our hearts open to feel compassion for all the victims
of our human cruelty and neglect?

Silence

Prayer: Christ Jesus, you offer us yourself in the Eucharist and invite us
to offer ourselves to you and to your global family. May we learn to put the
needs of others ahead of our own so we can better love our neighbor. Amen.

Visual description of station 13
Jesus’ lifeless body is taken down from
the Cross and placed in the arms of
Mary, His mother. Surrounded by Mary
Magdalene and John the Apostle, all are
sorrowful and weeping.

Station 14: Jesus Is Laid in the Tomb

Lector: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.
All: Because by your Holy Cross, you have redeemed the world.
Lector: Having bought a linen cloth, Joseph of Arimathea took Jesus
down, wrapped him in the linen cloth, and laid him in a tomb that had been
hewn out of the rock. Then he rolled a stone against the entrance to the
tomb. Mark 15: 46.

Has there ever been a time that it was difficult to believe in Jesus’
promises? The promise of everlasting life? The promise that God will
always love and forgive you?
What are your dormant gifts that might call forth from the tomb?
Silence
Prayer: God, please make your presence known to us in a special way
when we feel alone. May we never doubt Jesus’ promises and the Hope of
the Resurrection. Amen

Visual description of station 14
Jesus’ body, wrapped in the white
ceremonial Jewish burial cloth, is
placed in the tomb by Joseph of
Arimathea and an attendant. The
Blessed
Mother
and
Mary
Magdalene watch from outside the
entrance to the tomb.

Stabat Mater by Giovanni Battista Pergolesi
Maggie Greene ~ soprano
Cara Caponi ~ mezzo-soprano
Jerry Steichen ~ organ
At the Cross her station keeping,
stood the mournful Mother weeping,
close to her Son to the last.

CLOSING PRAYER
Leader: Christ Jesus, we have walked the way of the cross with you. Help
us better understand each other and how you guided, loved, healed, and
journeyed with us in constant companionship. You never leave us and
always hear our prayers and cries. Your Resurrection speaks of the hope of
what is yet to come. May we soon rejoice in the wonder of your glory.
All: Amen

RCIA REPRESENTATIVES
Michael Allocca, Roseann Bonadia, Ladd Boris, Laura Allyson Champine,
Sr. Charlotte Raftery, Luz Marina Díaz, Janet Paist, Todd Schmidt

Vocal Quartet
Jacqueline C. Perez, Cara Caponi, Ladd Boris, Alan Ahles
Facebook live streamed possible thanks to Father John Mulreany, SJ

General visual description of the Church of St. Francis Xavier’s
depiction of the Stations of the Cross.
William Lamprecht, a German-born artist, one of the most prominent
ecclesial painters of his day, painted the Stations of the Cross. The
murals are unusually large, approximately eight feet tall by twelve feet
wide, wrapping around the Church from the north wall of the east
transept to the west transept. The Stations begin in rich colors with
Jesus wearing a red cloak over a purple garment under a clear blue sky,
but the stations grow noticeably darker as Jesus is stripped of His
clothes, and the sky darkens until Jesus’ death in station twelve. The
figures depicted look white and European reflecting the ethnic makeup
of the 19th century congregation and the artist. A gold halo always
surrounds Jesus’ head as well as the head of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Large buildings and palm trees complete the background

