
 

 

 

Good Friday Apr 15, 2022 Noon 

Xavier Rite of Christian Initiation (Adults and Teens) 

Music Ministries 

 Director of Music - John Uehlein 
Soprano - Maggie Greene 

Alto - Cara Caponi 
Tenor- Dugan McGinley 



Adapted from Stations of the Cross written by JoAnn Lopez, Spring 2020, for Seattle University Campus Ministry.  

Closing prayer adapted from an ancient Christian homily, Days of the Lord: Easter Triduum, (Liturgical Press: 1993), 36. 

 

Bass - Alan Ahles 

 

For those in the Church: In the interest of social distancing, please 
remain seated for the duration of the stations.  

The cross-bearer will walk the stations for everyone in the Church. 

General visual description of the Church of St. Francis Xavier’s 
depiction of the Stations of the Cross. 

William Lamprecht, a German-born artist, one of the most prominent ecclesial painters 
of his day, painted the Stations of the Cross. The murals are unusually large, 
approximately eight feet tall by twelve feet wide, wrapping around the Church from the 
north wall of the east transept to the west transept.  

The stations begin in rich colors with Jesus wearing a red cloak over a purple garment 
under a clear blue sky, but the stations grow noticeably darker as  Jesus is stripped of his 
clothes, and the sky darkens until Jesus’ death in station twelve.  

The figures depicted look white and European reflecting the ethnic makeup of the 19th-
century congregation and the artist. In general, the bold movement of the twenty or so 
figures in each station convey drama and energy with Jesus and two or three figures 
typically dominating the foreground.  

A gold halo always surrounds Jesus’ head as well as the head of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
and other women disciples, including Veronica, and presumably Mary Magdalene (4, 6, 
12, 13). Large buildings and palm trees complete the background. 
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OPENING PRAYER   
 

Let us pray,  

Jesus Our Companion,  

our hearts are sorrowful as we join with you to walk in the way of the cross.   

As we draw nearer to your cross, help us to be close to our suffering world.   

 

Grant that as we pray Jesus’ Passion and Death, we may be strengthened 

to follow Jesus’ Passion in life: God and the kingdom of God, God and 

God’s Passion for justice.  

 

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus. 

Amen.   

 

OPENING SONG 

 
What Wondrous Love Is This                                    Text: Alexander Means, 1801-1853       

Tune: WONDROUS LOVE from The Southern Harmony, 1835 

 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul 

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul 

 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing; 

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing 

To God and to the Lamb Who is the great Am; 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing; 

While millions join the theme, I will sing 

 

And when from death I’m free, I’ll  sing on,  I’ll sing on    

And when from death I’m free, I’ll sing on.    
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And when from death I’m free,  I’ll  sing   and joyful  be,  

And through eternity I’ll sing on, I’ll sing on!  

And through eternity I’ll sing on. 
 

FIRST STATION: JESUS IS CONDEMNED TO  DEATH   
 

Wearing a purple tunic and red robe, Jesus is 

led/pushed forward towards the street, 

where His Cross awaits Him. Pontius Pilate, 

seated on a throne behind Jesus, is washing 

his hands of the condemnation.  

 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

All: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed 
the world.   

 

Leader: The governor said to them in reply, 

“Which of the two do you want me to  release to you?” They answered, “Barabbas! 

… Let [Jesus] be crucified!” (Matthew  27:21–22) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for those who our world condemns to death by war, poverty, and 

gun violence and for the more than 2,600 people on death row in this country. (pause)   

God our Liberator, you have known what it means to be condemned to death by the 

powerful. Be with our many brothers and sisters who are refugees, prisoners, and 

vulnerable citizens who face death. Enfold them in your love and bring your comfort and 

care to all who need your healing and hope, through Christ our Savior.   

 

All: Amen. 
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Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 

Spirit.      

                                                         
Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 

Spirit.  
 
 
 

 

SECOND STATION: JESUS CARRIES THE CROSS   

Still in the same tunic and robe, Jesus 

looks beseechingly up to Heaven; 

while two Roman Soldiers, in short, 

white military tunics, lower the heavy 

wooden Cross onto His shoulders. 

Members of the jeering crowd, in 

various colored tunics and robes, 

point the way to Calvary, the 

Crucifixion site.  

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we 

bless you.   

All: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world.   

Leader: [The soldiers] clothed him in 

purple and, weaving a crown of thorns, placed it on him.… And when they had mocked 

him, they stripped him of the purple cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him 

out to crucify him. (Mark 15:17-20) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for those who face the burden of being marginalized, particularly 

victims of racism, homophobia, sexism, and clericalism. (pause)   

God our Shelter, be close to all those who endure daily the weight of exclusion, mockery,  

and systemic injustice. Heal in us and in our world the sins that divide us, and give us 

the courage to act boldly for your reign of justice and inclusion through Christ Our 

Savior.   
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All: Amen.  

 

 

 

Into your hands, all-loving God, I 
now commend my Spirit.   

Into your hands, all-loving God, I 
now commend my Spirit.  

THIRD STATION: JESUS 
FALLS FOR THE FIRST TIME   

 

Weak after the Scourging at the Pillar and 
the Crowning with Thorns, Jesus Falls for 
the First Time under the weight of the heavy 
Cross. While being whipped by the 
attending Roman Soldiers, Jesus is mocked 
by the crowd.  

 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world.   

 

 

Leader: I am troubled now. Yet what shall I say? 

“Abba, save me from this hour?” But it was for this purpose that I came to this hour. 

Abba, glorify your name. (John 12:27– 28) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for those who feel crushed by the weight of fear and anxiety,  

particularly for those who have lost their jobs. (pause)   

God of Light, cast out the darkness that crowds our ways. You who fell beneath the 

weight of the cross, be near to those who are heavily burdened by worry in these days 

and help us to reach out to one another with care and compassion, that we may be your  

light in dark times, through Christ our Savior.  
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All: Amen. 

 

Into your hands, all-loving God, 
I now commend my Spirit.  

                                                             
Into your hands, all-loving God, 
I now commend my Spirit.  

 

FOURTH STATION: JESUS ENCOUNTERS HIS  MOTHER   
 

Pushing through the crowd, the Blessed 

Mother, dressed in a blue cloak and white 

headscarf, sees her Son and holds out her 
hands, imploringly to Him. Jesus, sadly 

and painfully, looks at Mary, and, 

knowingly, their eyes meet.  

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless 
you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world.   

 

 

Leader: And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary … “You yourself a sword will pierce  

so that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” (Luke 2:34–35) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for all parents separated from their children, particularly parents 
and children in immigration detention. (pause)  

God Our Mother, protect all children and strengthen all parents, especially those 

separated by our immigration system. We know you work to bring your people together.  

Reunite all families, and open our hearts so that we may understand how you call us to 

be one human family through Christ our Savior. 

 

All: Amen. 
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Into your hands, all-loving God, I 
now commend my Spirit.    

                                                         
Into your hands, all-loving God, I 
now commend my Spirit.  

 

 

 

 

FIFTH STATION: SIMON HELPS JESUS CARRY  THE CROSS 
                                                                  

Simon, from the North African city of Cyrene, 
dressed in a yellow cloak, is taken from the 
crowd and forced to carry Jesus’ Cross for a 
time. Jesus, nearly on the ground in pain, 
looks thankfully at Simon.  

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed 
the world.   

 

 

Leader: As they led [Jesus] away they took hold of a 

certain Simon, a Cyrenian, who was coming in from the country; and after laying the 

cross on him, they made him carry it behind Jesus. (Luke 23:26) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for all those who feel isolated and alone, particularly the elderly 

and those suffering from depression (pause)  

God of Help, you sent your disciples out two by two, and even in your journey to the 

cross, remind us anew that we belong to one another, and that there are no strangers in 

your love. Be close to those who are isolated, particularly those who are elderly or sick,  

and grant that we may be instruments of connection, support, and love for our 

neighbors, through Christ our Savior.   

 

All: Amen. 
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Into your hands, all-loving God, I now commend my Spirit. 

                                                              
Into your hands, all-loving God, 
I now commend my Spirit.  

 

 

SIXTH STATION: 
VERONICA WIPES THE FACE  OF JESUS   

 

Veronica, emerging from the shouting crowd, 
kneels in front of Jesus, the white cloth opened 
in her hands before her. Jesus, looking lovingly 
at her, reaches out to Veronica and the cloth. 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world.   

 

 

 

Leader: Then the ruler will say [to those at his right hand,] “Truly I tell you, just as 

you  did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’ 

(Matthew 25:40) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for all those who work essential services,  particularly health care, 

custodial, farm, grocery store, and food service workers. (pause)  

God of Compassion, we are made in your true image. Be near now to the helpers, who 

step out of the crowd in compassion, and work tirelessly for the greater good.  

Strengthen those who serve with your abundant care, and open our hearts in gratitude 

for your presence imprinted in each of us, through Christ our Savior.   

 

All: Amen.  
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Into your hands, all-
loving God, I now 
commend my Spirit.   

                                                            
Into your hands, all-
loving God, I now 
commend my Spirit.  

 

SEVENTH 
STATION: JESUS FALLS A SECOND TIME  

Exhausted from the heaviness of the 

Cross, Jesus stumbles and falls for the 

Second Time. The Roman Soldiers 

continue to whip and beat Jesus, while 

the crowd, even louder than before, 

derides Jesus.  

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed 
the world.   

 

 

Leader: We proclaim Christ crucified…For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger 

than human strength. (1 Corinthians 1:23- 25) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for all those that the world perceives as weak and disposable,  

especially exploited workers, crushed by the weight of consumerism and greed. (pause)  

God our Strength, you lift up the weary and embrace every person as beloved. Release us 

from the grip of overconsumption and the idols of power and money. Transform our 

hearts that we may perceive with your wisdom and act to uphold the dignity of every life, 

through  Christ Our Savior.   
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All: Amen. 
 

Into your hands, all-
loving God, I now 
commend my Spirit.      

                                                         
Into your hands, all-
loving God, I now 
commend my Spirit.  

EIGHTH 
STATION: JESUS CONSOLES THE  WOMEN OF JERUSALEM   

 

Continuing on the way to Calvary, Jesus 
encounters many of His women followers from 
Jerusalem, dressed in many colored robes and 
head scarves, crying and lamenting over the pain 
that He is suffering.  

 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world.   

 

 

Leader: Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me;  

weep instead for yourselves and for your children …” (Luke 23:28) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for vulnerable women and children, particularly those who face 

violence and abuse. (pause)  

God our Protector, we weep for ourselves and for our children, for those who do not 

have safety in their homes, and we pray especially for those impacted by sexual abuse. 

Enfold your children in your loving protection and wipe the tears from our eyes,  help 

us to act to protect the vulnerable, so all children may know your care through every 

generation. Through Christ Our Savior.   

 

All: Amen.  
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Into your hands, all-loving God, I now commend my Spirit.   

                                                            
Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.  

 

NINTH 
STATION: JESUS FALLS FOR A THIRD  TIME 

 

Overwhelmed by the heavy weight of the Cross, 
Jesus Falls to the ground for the Third Time. 
Ridiculed by both the Roman Soldiers and the 
crowd, Jesus is yet again forced to His feet by the 
soldiers, while the crowd admonishes Jesus by 
pointing toward Calvary. 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed the 
world.   

 

Leader: For we do not have a high priest who is unable 

to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who has similarly been tested in every way, 

yet without sin. So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy and 

to find grace for timely help (Hebrews 4:15-16) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for those who feel the weight of failure, broken dreams, and 

dashed plans. (pause)  

God of Hope, you are close to all those who feel heartbroken as their plans and dreams  

seem out of reach. You have known the crushing weight of disappointment and 

suffering. Send your creative Spirit into our lives, that we may dream anew, trusting in 

your capacity to transform every place through your presence and grace, through Christ 

our Savior.   

 

All: Amen. 
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Into your hands, all-
loving God, I now 
commend my Spirit.   

                                                            
Into your hands, all-
loving God, I now 
commend my Spirit.  

 

TENTH 
STATION: JESUS IS STRIPPED OF HIS  GARMENTS   

While the Cross is being readied for 

the Crucifixion, Jesus is stripped of His 

outer robe and tunic, left standing in 

only His white loincloth before the 

crowd, who angrily continues to leer at 

Jesus. 

 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed 
the world.   

 

 

Leader: I can count all my bones. They stare and gloat over me; they divide my clothes 

among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots. (Psalm 22:18-19) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for all of creation, and for our earth. (pause)  

God of Creation, you have made the earth and every creature that dwells in it. Forgive us 

for our actions that strip the earth of resources and harm our ecosystems. Help us to 

perceive ourselves as connected in the web of life, empower us to be good stewards of 

your creation and act decisively to combat climate change, through Christ our Lord.   

 

All: Amen.  
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Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.  

                                                             
Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.  

 

ELEVENTH STATION: JESUS IS NAILED TO THE  CROSS 

 

Laying the Cross flat on the ground, Jesus is 
pushed down on top of it, His hands nailed to 
the crossbeam and His feet, one on top of the 
other, are nailed to the vertical post. Above His 
head is nailed the inscription “Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews.” 

 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed 
the world.   

Leader: When they came to the place called the 

Skull, they crucified him and the  criminals there, one on his right, the other on his 

left. […] Then [one of the criminals] said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.” He replied to him,  “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in 

Paradise.” (Luke 23:33, 42-43)  (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for all who experience homelessness, hunger, and poverty in 

our city and around the world. (pause)  

God of the Poor, your people are crucified, trapped in painful cycles of poverty. Crucified  

Christ, you did not suffer alone. Expose the sins of our world, and help us act in 

solidarity with the most vulnerable so that we may draw closer each day to your kingdom 

of justice and peace through Christ our Savior.   

 

All: Amen. 
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Into your hands, all-loving God, I now commend my Spirit.    

        

Into your hands, all-loving God, I 
now commend my Spirit.  

 

TWELFTH STATION: 
JESUS DIES ON THE CROSS   

The soldiers hoist the Cross up in place. 

Jesus’ final agony begins as He is crucified 

between two thieves. While the soldiers 

cast lots for His clothing and the crowd 

throws insults at Him, Jesus, suffering 

from pain, dehydration, and asphyxiation, 

breaths His last breath. 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless 

you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world.   

Leader: Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, 

lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God,  my God, why have you forsaken me? Then Jesus 

cried out with a loud voice again and died” (Matthew 27:46,50) (pause)  

 

KNEELING 

 

God of Life, we know that nothing, not even death can separate us from your love. Be 

now with every person who is dying alone. Welcome all the departed into the peace of  

your loving embrace, and comfort all of us who mourn through Christ our Savior.   

 

All: Amen. 
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Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.       

                                                        
Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.  

 

THIRTEENTH STATION: 
JESUS’ BODY IS TAKEN  DOWN FROM THE CROSS  
 

 

Jesus’ lifeless body is taken down from the 
Cross and placed in the arms of Mary, His 
mother. Surrounded by Mary Magdalene 
and John the Apostle, all are sorrowful and 
weeping 

 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have 
redeemed the world.   

 

 

Leader: Then he took the bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them, saying,  

“This is my body, which will be given for you; do this in memory of me.” (Luke 22:19) 

(pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for the Body of Christ. (pause)  

God our Shepherd, we lift our hearts to you, united as One Body. Renew your Spirit 

within us, that we your church may be the Body of Christ, sacrament of your unfailing 

love in this world,  through Christ our Lord.   

 

All: Amen. 
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Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.   

                                                            
Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.  

 

FOURTEENTH STATION: JESUS’ BODY IS  PLACED IN A TOMB   
 

Jesus’ body, wrapped in the white ceremonial 
Jewish burial cloth, is placed in the tomb by 
Joseph of Arimathea and an attendant. The 
Blessed Mother and Mary Magdalene watch 
from outside the entrance to the tomb.  

 

 

Leader: We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you.   

ALL: Because by your holy cross you have redeemed 
the world.   

 

Leader: Taking the body [of Jesus], Joseph [of 

Arimathea] wrapped it [in] clean linen and laid it in his new tomb that he had hewn in 

the rock. Then he rolled a huge stone across the entrance to the tomb and departed. But 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary remained sitting there, facing the tomb. (Mark 

27:59-61) (pause)  

Let us pause in prayer for those who mourn. (pause)  

God our Friend, we pray for those experiencing some loss, help them find ways to 

grieve, and knit us together as one family in your love. Help us to trust in your promise 

of presence in our lives through every trial to come, through Christ our Savior.   

 

All: Amen.  
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Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.      

                                                         
Into your hands, all-loving 
God, I now commend my 
Spirit.  

 

CLOSING PRAYER   
 

Rise up O sleeper, awake! 

Rise from the dead, for I am the life of the dead. 

Rise up, work of my hands, for you were created in my image. 

Rise, let us leave this place, for you are in me and I am in you. 

Together . . . we cannot be separated!  

 

CLOSING SONG 

Were You There?                                                                Text and Tune: African American 

Spiritual 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?                                                                                 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?                                                                            
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.                                                                 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord. 

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?                                                               
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?                                                                 
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.                                                    
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?     
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Were you there when the sun refused to shine?                                                                     
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?                                                                      
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.                                                      
Were you there when the sun refused to shine?    

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?                                                                    
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?                                                                   
Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.                                                                    
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 


